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STUMPED  OHIO  FOR  THE  BLIND 


CHARLES  F.  F. 
CAMPBELL. 


The  Ohio  Commission  for  the  Blind 
has  sent  out  a circuit  rider  to  open 
men’s  eyes.  For  the  past  month  Charles 
F.  F.  Campbell,  su- 
perintendent of  the 
industrial  department 
of  the  Massachusetts 
Commission,  has  been 
stumping  the  state  in 
a campaign  to  teach 
the  facts  regarding 
blindness  which  is 
preventable,  and  re- 
garding training  for 
the  sightless. 

While  on  its  tour 
of  inspection  of  east- 
ern institutions  for 
the  blind,  the  commission  became  very 
much  interested  in  Mr.  Campbell’s  work 
at  Cambridge.  There  he  has  been  par- 
ticularly successful  in  teaching  trades, 
such  as  the  weaving  of  art  fabrics,  to 
the  blind  and  in  placing  blind  men  in 
factories  beside  seeing  workmen.  He 
spoke  during  the  State  Conference  of 
Charities  and  Correction  at  Sandusky 
last  fall,  and  so  great  was  the  impression 
made  that  the  commission  decided  to  use 
his  enthusiasm  and  experience  in  a cam- 
paign of  speeches,  which  has  included 
twenty-seven  cities,  scattered  over  a 
route  of  two  thousand  miles,  before  audi- 
ences of  thousands  of  adults  and  high 
school  students.  One  Sunday  meeting 
in  Cleveland  numbered  over  a thousand. 
The  commission  distributed,  through  the 
American  Press  Association,  a page  of 
material  free  of  expense  to  135  Ohio 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  pointed  out  that  of 
the  five  thousand  blind  persons  in  Ohio, 
two  thousand  are  needlessly  blind;  of 
the  half  million  dollars  which  their  edu- 
cation and  maintenance  cost  the  state 
every  year,  at  least  forty  per  cent  could 
be  saved.  Fully  one-fourth  of  the  chil- 
dren admitted  to  the  schools  for  the 


blind  are  victims  of  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum, due  in  most  cases  to  gonorrheal 
infection.  A single  protecting  drop  in 
the  eye  of  a newborn  child  will  prevent 
the  disease,  but  the  state  pays  $25,000  a 
year  to  care  for  the  finished  product. 
Enough  of  the  preventive  fluid  to  pro- 
vide all  doctors,  nurses  and  midwives  in 
the  state  would  cost  only  $3,000.  “Two 
minutes’  treatment  for  each  child  would 
have  saved  for  each  seventy  years  oi 
light ; two  cents’  worth  of  prevention 
would  have  saved  sight  to  a citizen  and 
$10,000  to  the  state  for  support,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  increased  productiveness 
of  a sighted  workman,”  Mr.  Campbell 
told  Ohio.  The  total  annual  expenditure 
for  those  needlessly  blind  is  $175,000. 

Besides  the  infection  of  the  newborn, 
avoidable  accidents  and  unguarded  ma- 
chinery contribute  largely  to  the  total  of 
darkness.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  the 
celebration  of  our  independence  is 
responsible  for  making  lifelong  depend- 
ents of  many  boys  and  girls. 

“We  want  remedial  legislation  to  save 
sight  to  thousands  yet  to  come.  We  are 
thinking  not  only  of  present  cost  to  the 
state,  and  present  blindness,  but  of  the 
preservation  of  light  and  life,  happiness 
and  usefulness  to  a multitude  yet  un* 
born,”  said  Mr.  Campbell.  “The  Ohio 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind  wants 
to  send  teachers  into  the  homes  of  some 
of  the  blind.  It  wants  to  find  places  for 
the  employment  of  some  others  in  fac- 
tories for  the  seeing.  It  wants  work- 
shops established  to  employ  blind  per- 
sons who  could  not  be  placed  in  private 
workshops.  And  it  wants  to  prevent 
blindness  in  thousands  amongst  the  ris- 
ing generations,  by  spending  about  $3,000 
a year  in  the  state  in  supplying — 
through  the  local  boards  of  health,  phy- 
sicians, and  midwives — the  prophylac- 
tic or  protecting  fluid,  free  to  the  people 
upon  application,  to  be  used  in  preserv- 
ing the  eyes  of  infants.” 
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